
All Together Now
Support for legislative transparency grows

.

AN orth ~'exas good-government corps .is
. mustenngfor an advanceon Austm

, nextyear.
The troops consist of the region's legislative

delegation. The theater will be the Capitol. The
cause is the open-government issue ofmanda-
tory record votes for all substantive measures
approved by state lawmakers.

In interviews with th~ edito-
rial board of The Dallas Morn-
ing News this campaign season,
the vast majority of candidates
for the Legislature - almost to a
man - pledged support for the
issue in the 2007 session.

Some of them, if re-elected,
we'd expect to carry or put their
names on record-vote measures

again next year. That goes for Reps. Dan
Branch, Tony Goolsby, Linda Harper-Brown
and Jodie Laubenberg.

It's been typical this year to hear all candi-
dates in a race support the goal of mandatory
record votes (as opposed to the more common
practice of ;voicevotes).

Example: House District 106 (Grand Prai-
rie- Irving), consisting of incumbent Republi-
can Kirk England and challengers Katy Hu-
bener, a Democrat, and Libertarian Gene
Freeman. Another: House District 113(Dallas'
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eastern suburbs), where incumbent Republi-
can Joe Drivercited a "need for transparency"
in lawmakers' votes. Democratic challenger I
EricBrandlersaid it'sa "no-brainer."

There are someoutliers on the issue among
IHouse incumbents. One is Myra Crownover in

Denton. Another is Richardson's Fred Hill, I

whose reluctance centers on the time con- I
sumed by more on-the-record votes, a concern I
that can be addressed by looking at how other I
states handle this practice and by lawmakers I

focusing on properly defining what sorts of cer- I

emonial measures should be exempt.
Solid support prevails on the Senate side,

meanwhile. Last year, members unanimously
approved a bill by Dallas Sen. John Carona re-
quiring record votes; it died in the House.

- Next year, the prospects appear improved,
for two reasons: First is a pledge from Mr.
Goolsby, Mr. Branch and others to get the issue
to the House floor. The second is a pledge by
Speaker Tom Craddicknotto block a floor vote.

Message to the Senate: Please stand firm.
Message to the House: Please join in.

DigitalEXTRA
e"Link:Read a primer on the record-vote
issue and find out how t9 contact your
legislator. DallasNews.cdm/Extra
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